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Spring testing begins on Monday, April 1st with 7th and 8th graders taking 
the first part of their Language Arts test. The tests will take place from the 
week of April 1st until the week of the 29th. 

 The state tests are given as a way to measure the students knowledge on 
the standards they have learned over the school year, as well as measure 
how well the teachers have taught the information. 

Many students have vocalized their opinions on the state 
tests. When asked how she feels about testing Sage 
Mason exclaimed, "I feel that testing doesn't really show a 
student 's true intelligence because students can go 

through test anxiety, and maybe they have a bad day. That test score 
shouldn't reflect a student 's intelligence." 

Another student who feels strongly about the 
state tests is Maddie Brown. When asked about 
how she feels about the test she said, "I feel like 
you can't measure a student 's intelligence or 
how well a teacher can teach with one test." 

There is nothing a student can do to get out of 
state testing. The best thing they can do is try 
their best, get a good night 's sleep before the 
testing days, and not stress too much about 
them. You just have to take it like you would 
any normal test that you would get in class. 
Good Luck Blue Devils, and happy testing!
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Get  Fo o l i s h  M c Do n a l d ! ! !
By: Kyleigh Sier ra

Every April 1st we celebrate, April Fools' Day. What exactly is April 
Fools' Day? Well to most it is a day of pranks and laughter, but do we 
really know what April Fools' Day is? It is also known as All Fools' Day 
and has been celebrated by many different cultures for many 

centuries. Although its exact origins are still a mystery, most historians believe it could be dated back to 1582. 
Some of the pranks included having a paper fish placed on their backs, and being referred to as "poisson d'avril"; 
which symbolizes a young, easily caught fish and a gullible person. April Fools' Day is also linked to festivals, 
such as "Hilaria", which was celebrated in ancient Rome. There is also speculation of it being tied to the vernal 
equinox or the first day of spring in the Northern Hemisphere, when Mother Nature fooled everyone with 
changing unpredictable weather. 

Some of the best pranks that we have heard includes Mrs. Prokop's plans to prank her son Mikey in the 
future by putting a cell block on his cell phone to make him think something went wrong. Her favorite thing 
about April Fools' Day is having the ability to keep a straight face while trying to prank someone, and she loves 
being able to make people laugh and to have a fun day!

 Our next prankster is Riley Mays, "I pranked my parents when I was in elementary school and I told my 
my parents that I got expelled from school for turning my homework in late and that I yelled at my teacher." For 
her future prank she wants to prank her friends and get them to believe something she would never do like 
become a scientist! Riley's favorite thing about April Fools' Day is, "My family and friends finding out that it was 
all just a prank and making them laugh."

On April 10th, McDonald students will be attending Youngstown State 
University for its annual English Festival. The English Festival sponsors an annual 
program for students in schools that reach out around the Mahoning and Trumbull 
county area. This usually consists of a group of 3,000 high school students. To 
attend the event, students must read seven books, with progress monitored by one 
of their English teachers throughout the year. The 7th-9th grades read books 
including The Schwa Was Here, The Scythe, The Port Chicago 50, The Crossover, The Girl Who Drank The Moon, 
Refugee, and Guys Read (Volume 5): True Stories. 10th-12th grades read Thunderhead, Unwind, The Port Chicago 50, 
Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and Carlisle Indian Football Team, Through The Woods, The Boy in the Black Suit, and Piercing 
Me. 

This opportunity lets students explore different scenery to communicate with other students from other 
schools that come to this event. This event lets students do activities such as meeting authors, and entering 
contest that they can compete in which will be rewarded with prizes for the winners. Some essays they will 
encounter are the Candace Gay Memorial, while others do the original artwork for the festival art contest that is 
included. 

Mr. Domtrovich was asked why this festival is so important to those who have interest in reading. He said 
"I feel like it 's important because I feel as if it gives some students a chance to be recognized for their hard work 
and to get noticed for writing their essays." He also said, "Last year, we had several of our students  actually go 
on and win some of the contest events. They all worked very hard to win some of the events." 

READY. SET. READ! By Ziad Aziz
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Recently, the Third and Fourth graders took part in an annual 
tradition, The Spring Sing.  This year 's Spring Sing was called "It 's 
Showtime" and was based around Broadway musicals.  The 
students performed songs from a medley of  musicals including 
Mary Poppins, Annie, Peter Pan, and The Sound of Music.  To 
accompany the singers, there were gymnasts and baton twirlers.

"It 's Showtime!" was directed by Mrs. Woodford, who has 
directed the Spring Sing ever since she became the music 
teacher at Roosevelt Elementary 28 years ago.  Along with the 
Spring Sing, she has directed Christmas and fall musicals and 
started her own tradition 14 years ago, Guys in Ties and Girls in 
Pearls.  That makes a total of over 50 shows during her career!

When I asked Mrs. Woodford about what she liked best about directing all these shows, she said, "I love 
everything! The singing, the dances, making scenery and costumes, but most of all I like the lasting memories 
that are created for all of the students who participate."

By:Lauren Johnson

S.M.A.S.H stands for Students Making A Safer Highway. This program was made for student to 
help inform their peers to be safe after school events and dances including prom. Schools all around 
Trumbull County are involved and each school picks two to four students to represent their school in this 
program. McDonald representatives are Senior Jenna Simmons and Junior Lauren Johnson. While 
talking to Ashlee Dietz, an Ohio State University student, and a current advisor, she said, "Although this 
program was already set in motion when I took this position, I feel it is very important to continue the 
SMASH Program annually. I remember being a teen driver, and the challenges new drivers face: 
inexperience, weather, distraction by devices or peers, understanding young driver laws." When you're a 

distracted driver it does not just affect you, but it affects the ones around 
you as well. S.M.A.S.H wants to help inform students to stay safe and 
make the right choices.

After talking to Ashlee she told us about the program called 
None4Under21. This program is located at Hiram College, and is meant to 
help young adults understand the possible consequences of driving under the influence. This is not 
just alcohol but illegal drugs, over the counter drugs, being on your phone, or just being tired can 
impair your driving and cause you to make poor choices. That is where this program intervenes. 
People who have lost loved ones, been the victim, or even a 
past criminal come and tell their story. They talk about how 
it is not worth risking your life, let alone an innocent 

person's life.  

McDonald representatives have put together presentations and events in past years to help 
explain and inform students about safe driving. Two members from last year, Kaitlyn 
Johnson and Jenna Simmons, talked about the program's importance and put together an 
obstacle course for students to do while wearing drunk goggles. This helped put into 
perspective how their vision is altered, and how their reaction time to things such as hitting 
a baseball were delayed. Students may have heard and saw the display, but did they really 
comprehend the consequences, or did they take it as a joke because it came from fellow 
class mates? 

This year's representatives have decided to take our seniors to the none4under21 event on 
April 16, 2019. We have decided to take them there this year because it will be more impactful to hear real events from people 
who lived through these tragedies. By graphically demonstrating the consequences of poor decision-making. None4under21 will 
have more of an affect on students and their decisions by empowering young people to make appropriate choices. The McDonald 
students, staff and community wishes nothing but safe driving after prom. Have a fun and eventful night, but remember be SAFE. 

Ashlee Diet z t he 
S.M.A.S.H supervisor .

St udent s involved in S.M.A.S.H 
dur ing t he m eet ing.

The Sher if f  com es int o t o t alk  and be 
apar t  of  t h is wonder ful group.

Stay Alive, Don't Dr ink and Dr ive!

It 's Sh o w t ime!By Nikolina Drobnjak
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Feat ured Ar t ist   -By Et han O'Connell

For this weeks Featured Artist, I will be talking about senior Lea Brown. Lea enjoys creating art pieces that 
are random, and just painting or drawing the first thing that comes to her mind. She got started in art classes 
when she realized how much she enjoyed painting and drawing. Her work is unique because of the general 

diversity illustrated in the three pieces shown below. Generally, at least from a personal perspective, it 's 
interesting to see such a change not only in theme, but also use of color and technique.  The third picture with 
the hands and box is particularly unique due to it 's over generalization of areas of shading and highlight, which 
allows the painting to seem both realistic and surrealistic. This style or artistry remaining in between two genres 

is more difficult to accomplish than one painting in one specific category. 

To an extent, it 's possible to attach personalities to art, by assigning characteristics to colors or objects 
that appear in a piece. However, it is impossible to define someone by a temporary state of mind. Lea's outlook 
at the times when she painted these pieces is represented by the characteristics of those works. That state of 
mind is open to be interpreted by anyone who sees them. So, what do you see?

Tea Tim e- By Lea Brown  

Wonder  Arm s- By Lea 
Brown

Unt it led- By Lea Brown 

Monkey Bread
By: Cailey Titus Inst ruct ion:

~Spray crock pot with cooking 
spray
~Heat butter and brown sugar 
in a sauce pan until smooth
~Cut biscuits into fours
~Mix cinnamon and sugar 
together
~Mix the biscuits and the 
cinnamon sugar mixture 
together and put into crock 
pot
~Pour butter and brown sugar 
mixture on top
~Cook for 2 hours and serve!

Ingredients:
~1/ 2 cup cubed butter
~1 cup brown sugar
~4 tubes of biscuits
~3/ 4 cup sugar
~1 1/ 2 tablespoon ground 
cinnamon
~cooking spray

Tips and Tricks:

~Cook for longer if you want 
more of a bread taste

~Use cinnamon rolls instead of 
biscuits to get a more cinnamon 
taste!

Tips and Tricks:

~Cook for longer if you want 
more of a bread taste

~Use cinnamon rolls instead of 
biscuits to get a more 
cinnamon taste!
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The Tr ip Advisor  By Et han O'Connell

For this week's trip advisor, I am writing about a trip I took to North Carolina with family in early July. 
We all stayed at a log cabin up in the mountains. I think you really first realize that you're isolated from the 

rest of society when your closest convenience stores start selling nothing even 
close to mainstream.  

The mountains are pretty. Gorgeous would be an overreaction though.  
Remember those movie moments when the beauty of the natural world 
somehow makes everything seem smaller, and then the characters realize their 
differences or problems don't really matter after all? I kept waiting for that, but it 
turns out that some things are better left to fiction. There's a lot, in all fairness, 
that doesn't involve attempting to find the meaning of life in glorified hills. Even 
the great land of North Carolina can't escape the high speed adrenaline rush we 
crave.  North Carolina offers many activities 
for tourists ranging from zip-lining to roller 
coaster parks with goats on the roof. 
Truthfully the amount of "y'all's" I heard was 
downright frightening.  You do, however, 
experience a comforting personal aspect that 

I think we tend not to see in Ohio. People in general are more casual and 
warmer in a way.  

It 's hard to find beauty in a world that you think doesn't deserve it, 
impossible even. We get lost as people, so fixated on individual struggles 
and conquests. I'm not going to tell you that we are living our lives the 
wrong way, or that log cabins and slightly less polluted air make all of our problems go away, because they 
don't. Maybe it 's us, maybe beauty is an idea, a concept that isn't fixated even within ourselves. It 's scary to 
think that we have so litt le control over that, and so much control over what we do with it. We want to control 
what none of us can, and want other people to make the decisions we don't want to. Shakespeare is quaking 
in his grave at all this dramatic irony.

Local Rock  Star s By: Al i  Hammond

McDonald has it 's very own rock band named 4180, who had 
a big show Saturday, March 23rd at Fratelli's. If you missed out, 
they will be playing Friday, April 26, at Suzie's Dogs and Drafts in 
Youngstown. The band of four consists of: bass player Hayden 
Mason, lead singer/rhythm guitar player Lucky November, lead 
guitar player P.J.  O'neill, and drummer Pierce Sloan. 4180's first 
official gig was last September at Suzie's, but Lucky said,"Fratelli's 
was our best turn out yet." Pierce added "we are still in the early 
stages, but we are starting to find success. We've had a hand full of 
gigs so far, but there will be a lot more to come. The band has 
really grown since they first opened up in September, and 
hopefully 4180 keeps growing into something great that we will hear on the radio one 
day.    

Phot o Credit s-

Lisa Novem ber
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Wh at  gr i nds my  gea r s

By  r y der  dy e
You know what Grinds My Gears? March Madness brackets! You put all this time and effort into planning and setting up a bracket that you 
believe is the PERFECT bracket and BAM! Your bracket is toast on the first game of the tourney because some school from only God knows 
where sitting at No. 16 just upset the No. 1 seed you had winning it all. All the hard work, just gone like a puff of smoke. (Insert jokes about 
UMBC beating UVA in the first round last year. 16>1)

Let me start off by saying this: This year hasn't been awful in the world of upsets, aside from a few minor ones that most people predicted 
anyways. But it seems almost impossible to make a good, solid bracket that doesn't turn to complete garbage. If yours hasn't yet, give it a day 
or two, I guarantee it.

I, along with the majority of the American population, don't follow college basketball much, but keep up to date on the always powerful 
Duke team and Zion Williamson highlights. If you don't know who I'm talking about, chances are 
you've been living under a rock for a while. But when I do follow CBB, it is only during March. Like 
they say, ANYTHING can and will happen. It's only a matter of time until you find a team to root for 
and your dreams of them taking the ship are crushed by some nobody team (again, who is UMBC?  Oh 
yeah, they beat No. 1 UVA last year in the first round. )

My bracket this year has been nothing short of a train wreck. Picking Duke to win it all. That isn't 
doing so bad. It's my other picks. Like sheesh, brother. Not looking too hot in those areas. Safe to say 
it's another MAD failure. Oh well, till next year.

That, friends, is what Grinds My Gears.
Pictured: Standout Duke freshman, Zion 
Williamson 

Photo Credit: ESPN

McMaster 's Book Nook By Elise McMast er

    This month I will be reviewing Carry On by Rainbow Rowell. This book is a fantasy book that is written in the point of view of multiple 
characters, but mostly the two main characters Baz and Simon. The story starts with both of them being 11 and growing up in this magical 
world as their story progressed. This book is about Simon Snow the chosen one in this magical world who is supposed to fight Baz and 
defeat the humdrum, which is the villain of the story who is destroying the magic in their world. 
Simon goes through this story trying to be the chosen one he was supposed to be and fulfill the 
prophecy, but stories do not always end how you think they will.

    I really enjoyed reading this book. It's not what I expected from a YA book. It showed what it is like 
to be a teenager, like not knowing what's really going on, teenage love, and a lot of 
misunderstandings. It doesn't try to show a teenage hero having everything together and having all the 
answers. Instead, it shows Simon trying to be the hero everyone thought he should be. Then he finally 
realizes that he doesn't have to be the chosen one for everyone and that he could just be Simon and 
live his life for him. Another theme this book shows is that no one really has all the answers and that 
it's okay to not know what to do. It also shows that no matter how much people think they know 
someone, there can be something else going on behind the scenes.

    The one thing I don't like about this book is that sometimes questions are left unresolved and. 
Although this book is getting a sequel this year ,so these questions may be answered soon.

    So if you're looking for a fun fantasy book with a good amount of realistic emotions, I would say 
that you should give this book a try. It's funny, sad, and all around a realistic experience. Carry On 
isn't just a sad novel about an underachieving hero, or a happy story about a young hero. It's a good 
mixture of what life should be. All in all, it's quite a good read.

Parker Higgins, Lauren Johnson, Sophie 
Klase, and Ryder Dye were all chosen to 
participate in Civics Day where they had the 
opportunity  to shadow jobs around the 
Trumbull County area and finished their 
afternoon with a luncheon. 

St udent  Kudos!
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What  A Bop ! Music Rev iew
By: Elise McMast er

     This month I will be reviewing, We by Gnash. Released on January 11, 2019, We is 
the first full-length album released by the singer and producer. This album has one of 
it's most popular songs "I HATE U I LOVE U" reaching number 10 on the Billboard 
hot 100. This album is a mixture of alternative and indie. Most of this album is a 
mixture of new songs and some older ones from some of the singles.

    We has a heartbroken and nostalgic feel to it. Many of the songs on this album deal 
with the loss of love and the heartbreak that comes with it. Some songs have an upbeat 
sound, but when you listen to the lyrics you find out that it's a sad song. However, 
that's not the only theme of this album. There are a few songs just about love and 
missing that person. 

    I like this album with it fitting in with the type of music I listen to all the time.  I enjoy the sound of the songs and 
one of my favorites has to be, "The Broken Hearts Club".  Everyone gets sad, that's just how life is sometimes, but all 
of these artists are putting out their own songs about how they feel. Even though we've heard it all before. So to have an 
original song, you have to add something different and make it your own. I feel that Gnash does this with this album.  
So if you're looking for some new music you might want to give this a try.

Wher e ar e t hey now? By: r yder  dye
Today, we shared 
a few words with 
McDonald alum 
from the class of 
1992, Ms. 
Samantha Rozzo. 

Sitting back to 
think about her 
wonderful days 
here at MHS, Miss 
Rozzo reminisced 

on many fond memories from her times walking through 
the halls as a Devil. "I was in the band, so that was a lot 
of fun. That also led to going to sporting events and 
taking part in pep rallies and sporting events like football 
and basketball."

After high school, Miss Rozzo attended and graduated 
from Youngstown State University in 1998 with a 
Bachelor's of Science in Education. Then in 2003, she 
completed her Master's program at Marygrove College.

Now, known mostly (by her students) as Ms. Rozzo, she 
has been a teacher here at McDonald for the past 20 
years, currently teaching 7th grade History, 9th grade 
World History, and 11th grade Government. Before her 
time at McDonald, Ms. Rozzo spent a little over a year 
and a half subbing at schools like Girard, Brookfield, and 
Liberty, before joining the staff at MHS.

Shedding a few words of personal wisdom, Ms. Rozzo 
always wants her students to remember that it is always 
important to stick to your convictions. Do not let anyone 
affect who you are and to always believe in yourself. 

Hometown Star By: Ali Hammond

This issue's hometown hero is Megan Ward, who is a three year 
letter winner in softball. Megan was also awarded ITCL First Team 
Catcher as a freshman and second team catcher sophomore year. She 
has been verbally committed to Dayton since freshman year to play 
softball. She has been the starting catcher for the last three years, and 
is first in the batting lineup. Megan said,"This season is off to an 
exciting start with the success we are having." Megan scored three of 
the four runs at Jackson Milton, and also hit a triple to bring Cailey 
Titus home in extra innings . 
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By: Cailey Tit us


